
 

 

 

News from 

The Greater Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce 

 

 For additional information, please contact: 

   

  Lacey K. Garner 

  Image Manager 

  501.321.1700 

  lacey.garner@growinghotsprings.com 

 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Chamber’s annual trip set to Asheville, NC 

The Greater Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce is booking reservations for its Annual Benchmarking Trip August 2nd, 

3rd, and 4th. Everyone is welcome to attend this event. 

The goal of the annual trip is to support the revitalization of downtown Hot Springs by travelling to a different 

community, meeting with its leaders, and learning from their experiences. 

“We choose a place to go that is economically and physically similar to Hot Springs,” said Cole McCaskill, Downtown 

Development Director. “We’re not going to choose a place that has a population of three million people and an NFL 

team.”  

Like last year’s destination Saratoga Springs, NY, Asheville shares a similar makeup to Hot Springs.  

“Asheville is set in the Smoky Mountains so an outdoor lifestyle and health-tourism are big parts of their culture. 

There is a lot of colorful history surrounding their town and they also have a great stock of historic buildings 

downtown. Because of its history and proximity to the Smoky Mountains, a major part of Asheville’s economy is 

tourism.” 

This year’s trip itinerary is full of great information. Guests are scheduled to meet with leaders from the city, county, 

economic development, tourism, and downtown to understand the redevelopment of Asheville as a successful town 

and destination. The trip will include walking and driving tours of downtown and other sites led by community 

leaders who reinvented Downtown Asheville from the 1980’s to present. Also included is a VIP reception with local 

dignitaries, meals at some of the finest locally-sourced restaurants in the world, and presentations and dialogue 

sessions with Asheville community leaders. 

Guests will enjoy accommodations at the Historic Grove Park Inn which overlooks downtown Asheville and the Blue 

Ridge Mountains. The Grove Park Inn is one Fodor's "Top 10 Luxury Spa Resorts" and boasts a “AAA Four Diamond 

Ranking” placing it in the top 5% of hotels in the USA. 



 

 

The price of the trip is $975 for Chamber members and $1200 for non-Chamber members. The price includes 4 

meals, 2 nights, ground transportation in Asheville and to and from the airport, and all other fees in Asheville. 

Travelling lunches and airfare are not included. 

Space is limited and a $200 deposit will guarantee your reservation. Deadline to register is July 17th.  

Call or email Cole McCaskill (501) 321-1700 cole.mccaskill@growinghotsprings.com to make a reservation or for 

more details. 
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