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State Chamber Stops in Hot Springs for Door-to-Door Series 

HOT SPRINGS, AR – The Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce/Associated Industries of 

Arkansas is partnering with local chambers of commerce to visit communities throughout the state 

this fall to personally introduce business and community leaders to federal and state issues that 

affect the business community and to provide a recap of their efforts during the 90th Arkansas 

General Assembly. 

Today, the State Chamber/AIA partnered with the Greater Hot Springs Chamber of 

Commerce to hold a Door to Door Meeting at the Chamber offices. Topics included were Tax 

Payer Fairness Act 896, Manufacturers Sales Tax Reeducation Act 1107 of 2015 and Act 1404 of 

2013, Unemployment Insurance Act 412 of 2015, Civil Justice Reform Act 851 and Act 915, and 

Workforce Development Act 892.   

 

Randy Zook, CEO of the Arkansas State Chamber, made the presentation to a room full of 

local business and community leaders.  The main emphasis of Mr. Zook’s presentation was the 

many tax reductions for the manufacturing sector.  During his presentation Zook said that, 

“Manufacturing has the highest economic development multiplier of 1.4.  That means for every 

100 jobs created in the manufacturing sector that investment has an impact on 140 additional 

jobs.”  Zook also mentioned that many of the surrounding states already had these tax reductions 

in place which made Arkansas less competitive regionally.   

 

Another emphasis of Mr. Zook’s presentation was the skill gap issue in Arkansas. The ‘skills 

gap’ is the difference between the skills that employers want, as shown by their job 

advertisements, and those that are available from workers looking for a job.  For example in 

Arkansas “we currently have 75,000 unemployed and I could come up with 25,000 open 

positions,” said Zook. 

 

 



 

 

 

“We enjoy a tremendously beneficial relationship as partners with the Arkansas State 

Chamber in their efforts to serve as a watchdog on Business legislative issues on a State level,” 

stated Jim Fram, President & CEO of the Greater Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce. 

The Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce / Associated Industries of Arkansas is the 

leading voice for business at the State Capitol and serves as the primary business advocate on all 

issues affecting Arkansas employers. Our mission is to promote a pro-business, free-enterprise 

agenda and prevent anti-business legislation, regulations and rules. 

 

The Greater Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce is Hot Springs’ leading advocate and 

champion for business.   The Chamber has 1000 area businesses and individuals as members.  
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