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Press Release 
Assisting Students in Garland County 

“Stuff the Bus!” with School Supplies 

Many children look forward to arriving on the first day of school with new notebooks, 

backpacks and pencil boxes, but it’s a different story for children whose families can’t 

afford these items. You can help the many families in Garland County struggling to 

make ends meet. It’s as simple as picking up an extra package of notebook paper, 

pencils or other school supplies. Pitch in with United Way of Garland County and Wal-

Mart, who have partnered with local school districts to supply at-risk students with all the 

items they need to start the school year off right.  

This is the fourth year that United Way of Garland County has coordinated “Stuff the 

Bus.” “Our goal is to send children who are living in poverty to school well-equipped for 

starting a new school year, giving them a leg upon on learning, one step on the ladder 

to educational success,” according to United Way Executive Director, Jane Browning.  

Fountain Lake High School Guidance Counselor, Carmen Keys, says “Our students are 

so blessed to have a caring community that pulls together to support them. Thank you 

to all who contribute to ‘Stuff the Bus.’ Your donations make a difference!”  

Not only do the donated supplies help children with their studies, having a new 

backpack or notebook can really help raise a child’s self-esteem. Children get off on the 

right foot as they start a new school year feeling good about themselves and having the 

tools they need to complete their school work. 

On Arkansas’s tax-free weekend, Friday, July 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and 

Saturday, August 1 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., school busses will be parked at the 

following Wal-Mart’s: 

Wal-Mart Central:  Hot Springs and Lakeside 

Wal-Mart Albert Pike: Lake Hamilton and Mountain Pine 
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Wal-Mart Village:  Jessieville and Fountain Lake 

Cutter Morning Star School District has been invited and if they accept will be located at 

the Wal-Mart on Central along with Lakeside and Hot Springs School Districts.  

Tell your family and friends about this important initiative! You may either donate school 

supplies or you may donate money to purchase needed supplies. Send check to United 

Way of Garland County, 233 Hobson Avenue, Hot Springs, AR 71913. Be sure to write 

“Stuff the Bus” on the memo line. Volunteers are still needed! To sign up to volunteer, 

please visit our website at www.unitedwaygarland.org/stbvolunteers . 
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